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County Employment and Wages in Puerto Rico - Third Quarter 2015

Puerto Rico’s only large county, the municipio of San Juan, reported an employment increase of 0.4 percent
from September 2014 to September 2015, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. (Large counties
are defined as those with employment of 75,000 or more as measured by 2014 annual average employment.)
Chief Regional Economist Martin Kohli noted that in September 2015, San Juan’s employment level of
250,396 accounted for 28.1 percent of total employment in the commonwealth.

In the United States, employment grew 1.9 percent over the year, as 312 of the 342 largest U.S. counties
gained jobs. (See table 1 and chart 1.) The 342 largest counties made up 72.2 percent of total U.S.
employment.

The average weekly wage in San Juan was $614 in the third quarter of 2015, 1.7 percent higher than a year
ago. By comparison, the U.S. weekly wage increased 2.6 percent over the year to $974. (See table 1 and chart
2))
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Employment and wage levels (but not over-the-year changes) are also available for the 77 municipios in
Puerto Rico with employment below 75,000. All 77 had wages below the U.S. average of $974. (See table 2.)
Juncos, located on the eastern part of the island, had the highest average weekly wage, $880. Guaynabo,
located on the northern part of the island, was the only other small municipio with an average weekly wage
above $600. Thirty-one municipios had average weekly wages below $400, with roughly half of these low-
wage municipios located in the western end of the island, including Lares ($323) and Las Marias ($319). (See
chart 3.)



In the neighboring Virgin Islands, average weekly wages were also below the U.S. average. The highest
average weekly wage among the three Virgin Island counties was $756 in St. Thomas. Average weekly wages
on St. Croix and St. John were $716 and $693, respectively.

Though employment on each island was below 25,000, more than half of the Virgin Island’s 36,800 jobs in
September 2015 were on St. Thomas, and an additional 14,100 were on St. Croix.

Additional statistics and other information

QCEW data for states have been included in this release in table 3. For additional information about quarterly
employment and wages data, please read the Technical Note or visit www.bls.gov/cew.

Employment and Wages Annual Averages Online features comprehensive information by detailed industry on
establishments, employment, and wages for the nation and all states. The 2014 edition of this publication
contains selected data produced by Business Employment Dynamics (BED) on job gains and losses, as well as
selected data from the first quarter 2015 version of the national news release. Tables and additional content
from Employment and Wages Annual Averages 2014 are now available online at www.bls.gov/cew/
cewbultn14.htm. The 2015 edition of Employment and Wages Annual Averages Online will be available in
September 2016.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
(202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.

Chart 3. Average weekly wages by county in Puerto Rico,
Average weekly Wages third quarter 2015
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The County Employment and Wages release for fourth quarter 2015 is scheduled to be released on
Wednesday, June 8, 2016.


https://www.bls.gov/cew
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Technical Note

Average weekly wage data by county are compiled under the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages
(QCEW) program, also known as the ES-202 program. The data are derived from summaries of employment
and total pay of workers covered by state and federal unemployment insurance (UI) legislation and provided
by State Workforce Agencies (SWAs). The 9.6 million employer reports cover 140.4 million full- and part-
time workers. The average weekly wage values are calculated by dividing quarterly total wages by the average
of the three monthly employment levels of those covered by UI programs. The result is then divided by 13, the
number of weeks in a quarter. It is to be noted, therefore, that over-the-year wage changes for geographic areas
may reflect shifts in the composition of employment by industry, occupation, and such other factors as hours
of work. Thus, wages may vary among counties, metropolitan areas, or states for reasons other than changes in
the average wage level. Data for all states, Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs), counties, and the nation are
available on the BLS Web site at www.bls.gov/cew/; however, data in QCEW press releases have been revised
and may not match the data contained on the Bureau’s Web site.

QCEW data are not designed as a time series. QCEW data are simply the sums of individual establishment
records reflecting the number of establishments that exist in a county or industry at a point in time.
Establishments can move in or out of a county or industry for a number of reasons—some reflecting economic
events, others reflecting administrative changes.

The preliminary QCEW data presented in this release may differ from data released by the individual states as
well as from the data presented on the BLS Web site. These potential differences result from the states’
continuing receipt, review and editing of UI data over time. On the other hand, differences between data in this
release and the data found on the BLS Web site are the result of adjustments made to improve over-the-year
comparisons. Specifically, these adjustments account for administrative (noneconomic) changes such as a
correction to a previously reported location or industry classification. Adjusting for these administrative
changes allows users to more accurately assess changes of an economic nature (such as a firm moving from
one county to another or changing its primary economic activity) over a 12-month period. Currently, adjusted
data are available only from BLS press releases.


https://www.bls.gov/cew/

Table 1. Covered employment and wages in the United States, Puerto Rico, and San Juan, third quarter 2015

Employment

Average weekly wage (1)

Percent change,

Percent change,

Area September 2015 Average weekly
t 20141 fourth quarter
(thousands) Sep embgl)' 0 5 wage 2014?15 @
United States G).............c.couieieeeeeeeeeee e 140,442.2 1.9 $974 2.6
Puerto Rico 891.1 -0.7 512 1.4
San Juan 250.4 0.4 614 1.7

Footnotes:

(1) Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Percent changes were computed from quarterly employment and pay data adjusted for noneconomic county reclassifications.

(3) Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.



Table 2. Covered employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Puerto Rico, third quarter
2015

Area Employment September 2015 Average weekly wage ()

United SAtes (@)...........c.ououieieceeieeeeeeeeeeee e 140,442,224 $974
PUEBIO RICO.....eiiiii i 891,130 512
AJUNLAS ...t 1,852 344
AGQUATE ...ttt 4,243 340
AGUAAINIA. ... e 17,531 556
AQUAS BUBNAS ... s 1,797 378
ATDONIO ...t 5,492 473
P F= 1o o T PP S PPUPOPPPNE 5,420 501
AFECIDO .. 20,340 493
AATTOYO ..ttt ettt et e et e e st b e e e eab e e e et e e e s nnneeennen 2,470 518
BarCeloneta ..........cooiiiiiiiie e 9,256 545
Barranquitas .........cooiuiiiiiiie e 3,068 410
BaAYAMON .. e 54,997 462
(0= o To J e 1o RO USRS UPRRRN 6,373 330
(07 To U T- 1PN 45,682 467
CAMUY .ttt e b e bt e b e e beeehe e et e e bt e saeeenbeeebeeeneeannaens 3,113 380
(0= 19101V - T4 b= T O UTUPRRN 5,775 439
(07 170 1o - TSRO UPRPRN 46,532 471
(07 1 -1 o T J OO 10,266 577
CAYBY ettt ettt et h e he e b e be e eae e be e heeeneeennaeas 10,159 508
(07T o - TSRS UPRRRN 1,095 401
CHAIES ettt ene e 1,499 364
(03 To = TR UPRRRN 5,834 495
(07071 13T H SO 3,785 383
(070104114 [0 TR UPRTRRN 2,097 365
(O70] o 7.4 | TR UPRTRRN 4,022 364
(OTT1 =Y o] - SRR RPRTRN 438 346
[0} = o [0 JO SO P PRSPPIt 8,106 482
FaJArd0 ... et 11,330 476
[ o] o - TSRS SRR 1,204 373
[CTUE- o [Toz= RPN 2,350 354
[CTUE 1= 10 - TP 10,974 493
GUAYANIIA ... 2,062 425
GUAYNADO ... e 45,789 620
[0 =1 T RSO RPRTRN 6,504 527
HALO .. e 8,414 354
HOMMIQUETOS ...ttt 2,346 334
HUMBCAO ...ttt 16,525 530
ISADIA ... 6,464 449
JAYUY 1ttt 2,757 478
JUBNA DIAZ ..t 6,443 454
JUNCOS .ttt e s 6,499 880
[ - USRS UPRRR 2,772 329
LIS ettt et e e enaee e 3,774 323
LAS IMAKIS .....eeeeitieeiee ettt 1,293 319
LaAS PIEAIAS ....coiiiiiiiiiie ettt 6,236 583
o] -4- O U U R ST UPR RPN 1,473 372
LUQUITIO et 1,950 404
IMANEALT ... 13,524 516
1Y E= 14 (o= T TP 1,120 433
MAUNGDO .. e e 1,302 577
MAYAGUEZ ...t 31,061 437
o T TR UPRRRN 3,803 347
IMIOTOVIS ...ttt ettt ae e e e 2,299 375
NAGUEDO ... 1,953 414
N E=T = 0 1 (o PSP PROTSPRPPROE 2,788 392

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Covered employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Puerto Rico, third quarter
2015 - Continued

Area Employment September 2015 Average weekly wage ()
OFOCOVIS ..ttt ettt ettt et be et e bt e sbe e et e e b e e saeeanbeesneesneeanneens 3,156 331
Patillas .......eeiieie e 1,684 359
PENUEIAS ..o 2,681 417
PONCE ... e 48,148 445
QUEDTAGIIIAS ... s 2,135 371
RINCON <.t 1,644 353
RIO Grande ...ttt 5,572 417
SabaNa Grande ........ooiieiiiiiieeie e 2,965 350
SAIINAS ...t 3,482 472
SAN GEIMEAN ...ttt ettt et b e e s ae e s naeesbeesaeeaneeens 8,842 424
SN JUBN .o ae e 250,396 614
SN LOMBNZO ...t 4,140 490
SaN SEDASHAN ..ot 5,214 337
SANA ISADE! ..o 5,106 418
TOA AIA.....e e bt 3,656 394
TOA BAJA ..ottt 12,774 439
TIUJIIO AO .t 10,894 329
(61 U= Lo [o T PSSP USSP 3,863 403
VEGA AIA ... e 4,569 401
VEQGA BaJa ...t 7,986 490
VIBQUES....eeei ettt ettt e et e e e e st e e e e e e st e e e e s eannaaeeeeeeannes 1,808 418
VIlAIDA ... 3,381 567
YaDUCOE. ...ttt 2,958 382
YAUCO. ..ttt ettt et e nanee s 5,982 372
Footnotes

(1) Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.
Note: Includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs. Data

are preliminary.



Table 3. Covered employment and wages by state, third quarter 2015

Employment Average weekly wage (1)
Percent . Percent National
State Segtoe1n;ber change, Average rz;\lnaktilr?nil change, third ranking by

(thousands) September weekly wage Ievgl y quarter percent

2014-15 2014-15 change
United States @).............c.coeeurecceeeeeeceee e 140,442.2 1.9 $974 -- 2.6 --
Alabama ... 1,893.6 1.2 830 34 1.8 40
AlaSKA. ..o 346.4 0.4 1,041 9 2.2 34
AFIZONA .. 2,613.9 2.9 889 24 1.5 42
ATKANSAS ...oouviiiieiiiieieee e 1,193.4 1.9 756 48 2.6 22
California ........ccoeoeeieeiiiee e 16,474.4 3.0 1,134 5 3.4 6
(0701 o] =To [o TSRS 2,513.0 2.9 1,006 12 24 30
CoNNECHCUL ..o 1,668.3 0.2 1,147 4 2.0 38
Delaware ..........cocieieiiiieee e 436.3 2.1 963 15 0.3 48
District of Columbia ..........cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee. 743.6 14 1,667 1 23 33
Florida .....cocoiiieee e 8,023.2 3.5 852 31 3.1 10
(1Yo o= TSSO 41711 2.8 916 22 2.8 19
HaWali..c..ceieeiii e 635.4 14 896 23 3.1 10
1dAN0 ... 680.3 3.3 736 50 2.1 37
HIINOIS ...t 5,888.6 1.3 1,020 10 3.9 3
INdI@NA.......eiiiiiiieie e 2,971.7 1.6 818 39 24 30
JOWE .. 1,535.9 0.4 823 38 3.0 14
KaNSAS ...coiuiiiiiiiie e 1,370.9 0.6 809 41 1.8 40
KeNtUCKY .....ceiiiiieiieeiee e 1,852.5 14 804 42 2.9 18
LOUISIANE ..ot 1,926.3 -0.2 858 30 0.7 47
MaINE.....eiiiiiei e 609.7 0.7 779 46 3.3 7
Maryland.........ccoooieiieiiie e 2,607.8 1.3 1,067 8 24 30
Massachusetts ..........cccoiiiiiiiiee 3,446.9 1.4 1,197 2 3.0 14
MiChigan ..o 4,203.0 1.6 921 20 2.7 20
MINNESOta.....cviieiiiiee e 2,800.7 14 990 14 2.6 22
MISSISSIPPI .veevveeieee ettt 1,118.9 1.2 706 51 1.3 43
MISSOUN ...ttt 2,737.9 1.9 846 32 2.2 34
MONtaANE ..o 457.9 1.9 759 47 3.7 4
Nebraska .........ccocoviiiiiiiie e 964.0 14 811 40 4.2 2
Nevada ..o 1,254.5 3.2 862 29 25 27
New Hampshire.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 642.8 1.5 952 18 2.7 20
NEW JEISEY .....eiiiiiiiiieii et 3,933.9 14 1,116 6 2.6 22
NEW MEXICO .....eeviiiiieiie et 809.2 0.6 798 43 1.3 43
NEW YOrK ....eeiiiiiiieiieie e 9,065.4 1.8 1,180 3 3.1 10
North Carolina .........ccccoeviieiiiiiiiiee e 4,194 .1 2.5 863 28 3.0 14
North Dakota .........cccoeiiiiiiiiiiicee e, 438.0 -3.8 956 17 -2.3 51
[© 31T USRS 5,282.7 1.2 878 25 1.9 39
OKIahOMA ... 1,598.0 0.2 825 37 0.0 49
[©14=Te [o] o HE SO P SR 1,812.8 3.0 924 19 4.4 1
Pennsylvania..........cccoooiiiiiiiiniiiee e, 5,722.1 0.8 961 16 25 27
Rhode Island ..o, 477.4 1.2 919 21 2.6 22
South Carolina...........cccceeiieiiiiieniece e, 1,959.7 2.9 788 44 2.6 22
South Dakota.........ccceeiieiiiiieieieceeeee e, 419.5 0.9 756 48 3.1 10
TENNESSEE ..o 2,850.6 2.7 864 27 3.2 8
TEXAS 1ttt ettt 11,681.0 2.1 999 13 1.1 45
Utah . 1,353.9 3.7 829 35 3.2 8
VEIMONt ...t 308.2 0.5 829 35 3.0 14
VIrGINIa. .o 3,759.7 2.5 1,014 11 25 27
Washington..........ccooiieiiriiiiiee e 3,187.6 2.5 1,11 7 2.2 34
West Virginia ........ccoooeeiieiiiiiieiie e 702.4 -1.1 785 45 0.9 46
WISCONSIN ...ttt 2,815.7 0.9 834 33 3.5 5
VWYOMING ..ot 287.4 -1.5 866 26 -1.1 50
Puerto RICO........cciiiiiiiiiiee e 891.1 -0.7 512 @) 14 @)
Virgin IS1ands .........ccoovveveeiveirieieece e 36.8 -2.1 738 @) 2.1 @)

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Footnotes:

(1) Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.

(3) Data not included in the national ranking.

Note: Data are preliminary. Covered employment and wages includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment

Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs.
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